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SUBJECT, SECRETARY OF COMMERCE RESIGNS 

ALTHOUGH NOT OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED, NEWSPAPER AND EMBASSY 
SOURCES INDICATE THAT DR. GUILLERMO BRAVO, SECRETARY OF 
COMMERCE, RESIGNED A FEW DAYS AGO AND WILL BE REPLACED BY 
ALEJANDRO ESTRADA, CURRENTLY SUB-SECRETARY IN THE SECRETARIAT 
OF AGRICULTURE AND INTERVENTOR OF THE NATIONAL GRAIN BOARD. 
BRAVO HAS BEEN CRITICIZED FOR NOT DOING ENOUGH TO COMBAT 
INFLATION AND WAS IDENTIFIED SOMETIME AGO AS AN EARLY 
CANDIDATE FOR REPLACEMENT. ESTRADA, WHO WAS WITH THE 
SECRETARIAT OF COMMERCE AT AN EARLIER DATE, IS AROUND 35 
YEARS OLD AND HAS A GOOD REPUTATION AS AN ADMINISTRATOR. 
ACCORDING TO ONE SOURCE, ESTRADA WAS THE ARCHITECT OF THE 
RECENT 120-DAY TRUCE. 
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